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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR * 1 .97 encouraging the filing of an Information 
Disclosure Statement, the Applicants hereby submit the following in 
compliance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 CFR • 1 .56. 

Information or art known to the Applicants and having an extent of 
relevance to the present application has been listed on Form PTO-1449 
attached hereto. The Applicants have employed Form PTO-1449 for the 
purposes of convenience of the Office and the Examiner. 

English language abstracts of documents JP11123170, JP7016180, 
KR9406563, JP4210032, DD227527, and JP5253147 are provided. 
Applicant cannot vouch for the accuracy of the English language abstract. 

No representation is made that the information is pertinent to the 
claimed subject matter, that the information is non-cumulative, or that the 



information represents the only or the best information. The Applicants do not 
admit that any of the information they have provided is necessarily prior to 
their invention but rather that it is information of which they are aware and that 
they believe should be provided to the Office in fulfillment of their duty of 
disclosure. Any question that may arise regarding priority of a specific 
reference shall be resolved during prosecution. 



Respectfully submitted, 
The Hoover Company 




Brett A. Schenck 
Reg. No. 35,347 



THE HOOVER COMPANY 
Patent Department 
101 East Maple Street 
North Canton, OH 44720 
Phone: (330) 499-9200, Ext. 2515 



l hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed: Mail Stop RCE, Commissioner of 
Patents P.O. Box 1 450, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1 450 on this 
/ y~ day of April . 2004. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 




Pamela S. Grapes 



06 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
7f U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

■(he Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control numbe r. 



Substitute for form 1449/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



09/818,161 



March 27, 2001 



Jay M. Salem 



1744 



Terrence R. Tilt 



Shsst I 1 



-fiL 



Attorney Docket Number 



2530A 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Pita 

No. 1 


Document Number 


rUUHUiuuii L/dit? 

MM-DD-YYYY 


KJ Qm*> rrf Patontop Af 

Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 2(ifknown > 






US- 












1 IC 












1 IC 












1 IC 

Uo* 












1 IC 












US- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


T 6 


Country Code 3 "Number 4 "Kind Code 5 (if known) 






JP1 1123170 


05-11-1999 


Matsushita 










JP7016180 


01-20-1995 


Matsushita 










KR940653 


07-22-1994 


Goldstar 








JP4210032 


07-31-1992 


Matsushita 








DD227527 


09-18-1985 


Elektrogera 


= 






JP5253147 


10-05-1993 


Matsushita 





Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant, applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.aov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S. C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



m 



06 2DM 



he Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persoi 



PTO/S8/08A (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
ms are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



3 



lubstitute for form 1449/PTO 

JVT" 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



09/818,161 



March 27, 2001 



Jay M. Salem 



1744 



Terrence R. Till 



^ Sheet 1 2 



Attorney Docket Number ]2530A 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


r UUIIUaUUM UalxS 

MM-DD-YYYY 


lidl 1 lv Wl 1 O lv 1 1 ICC \Ji 

Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 20 "™"* 






UO* 












US- 












1 IC 

Uo- 












Uo- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












US- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


MENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


T 6 


Country Code 3 "Number 4 "Kind Code 5 (if known) 






GB 2281 507 A 


03-08-1995 


Apag Eiektronik 











































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant, applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



